. =) m‘gmmmsss ,%4// M A

SR 20@ Civico Museo Parisi Valle Misseonazioneis

DI SAN LUCA delle arti

“My Whale!! del XXI secolo
Maccagno con Pino e Veddasca — Lago Maggiore (Varese)

1980. 'My Whale":
the 'Original Project’

On 15 April 1980, Maurizio Sacripanti presented the project for the bridge-museum to
the Mayor of Maccagno. In the accompanying letter, alluding to the name of the river
Giona (Jonah), he used to call the museum ‘my whale’.

Many conditions had changed, among them the possibility to exchange some lots on
the surrounding land and to consider the 'taming' of the Giona after all authorisations
would have been obtained.

The various competences that were united in the team led by Sacripanti became more
important than ever. The engineer Giuseppe Noris was entrusted with the construction
project and the difficult task of creating a new hydrogeological structure that forced the
river into a new artificial bed, thus draining the wide delta that had existed for
thousands of years.

The hydrogeological report was presented in September; between April and August,
Sacripanti and Colella had completed the aesthetic layout of the bridge.

The interior space of the museum was lit by cupola skylights; the only reference to the
environment was the cavedium, an element already present in the 1979 project, but
now open to the waters of the river. In fact, the bridge was still a 'closed' bridge, with
blind walls on the lake- and mountainside, north and south.

In any case, the design of the museum was now completed in its basic features,
especially in the elevation meant to dialogue with the lake, which was illustrated by the
architect in a perfect pencil perspective.

The original drawing (undated) is preserved in the Sacripanti Fund of the National
Academy of San Luca and can be considered the emblem of this exhibition.

Thanks to a large-scale heliographic copy from the municipal archive, it is possible to
date the original kept in Rome to August 1980.

“My whale”
Maurizio Sacripanti's museum on the Giona river in Maccagno
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